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sporoush of Quepy,
@ity of Pew York-—

DONALD R. MANES - PRESIDENT
“Proclaomation

Greeting:

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Jewish religion, the Laws of the
Sabhath contain the Commandment: “Let ho wan go out of
his place on the Sabbath day" (Exodus 17-29); and a
wman's "place® is defined by (1) specifying certain
natural or artificial boundaries, and (2} by mutual
agreanant, letting the use of the common demain, and

the Office of the President of the Borough of Queens
has beon patitioned by the ortliedox Jewish Wabbinate
of Kew Gardens Hiliz and by the Queens Valley Eruv
Comnittee and its President, Steven S. Orlow, ita
Vice President~. David Fuld and Stephen Savitasky,

snd £tB Secretary-Treagurer, Danny Soldschriedi, on
behalf of those of the Jewish faith who reside within
the boundaries encompazged by the Long Island Expreds-—
way on the North, the Grand Central Parkway on the
Bouth, 164th Bireet on the Bast, and Park Drive Rast
and the Van Wyck Expreasway on the West, to grant fox
a period of ninety~nine yearsa, at a rental of One
United States Dollar {§1.00), in hand paid, the righta
to the public demain within the aforesald boundaries
for the spacific purpose of “carrying* on the Sabbath
and otheyr Jewigh Holy Days, and

the Office of the President of the Borough of Queecns
deenms it o be in the public interxest that those of its
vosidents of the Jewish Faith for whowm the petition has
been presented be granted the righte requested in the
petition,

Queendg, the City of New York, do hereby proclaim a grant S MR f
of the rights requested by the aforementioned individuals 3
to those of the Jewish Faith for a pexied of ninety-nine

years at a rental of One United Statgs Dollar {51.00),
in hand paid, in order to define th¢[Sabbath boupds in
accordance with Jewish Religious La K/p

‘RESIDE T BUROUGH GF QUEENS




Preface

This small volume has mainly a practical purpose: 1o

be -a guide to the proper understanding and use of the
Fruv established for and by the Kew Gardens Hills commu-
nity. Despite the small sime of this volume much work
and thought has gone intec its preparation. :

Thanks are due to many perscns who have helped make
the realization of this project possible:

to the members of this community whose generosity
covered the cost of the Eruv.

%o the local Rabbis who comprise the Rabbinate
of Kew Garden Hills ~ especially Rabbi Peretz Steinberg
{(Young Israel of Queens Valley) for his untiring, self-
- less efforte in tending to the every Halachic detail
of this program since its inception,

40 Rabbi Shimon Eider for his invaluable guidance
in acting as consultant during the planning stages of our

Eruv.

to the Eruv Committee whose dream was brought to
this realiszation through persistence and devotion to
the goal of a better observance of Shabbos.

to the offices of the Borough President of Queens,
the Hon. Do..ald Manes, for thelr cooperation in securing
the numeroi.s permits involved.

to Danny Goldschmidt for offering his architec-
tural services to the communiiy and preparing the plansg
and naps.



to Joel Lasher for arranging all the printed ma-
terials for this project.

___and last but most of all to the pillar of the
Torgh world Harav Ha-Gaon Rav Moshe Feinstein Shlita
for being available for consultation and guidance in
the 'halachic structures revolving about this Eruv.

We hope that this volume will serve as an introduction
to the understanding of the Eruv and enhance the per-
sonal observance of Shabbos Kodesh by each of us.

D.M.F.
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The Prohibition of 1Tt AT

The 39t and final category of the prohibited acts
of Melacha on Shabbos, prohibite the transferring (i.e.
by carrying, throwing, etc.) of an object from private
to-public domain {and vice versa) and from one point to
another a distance of fbur amos {(approximately 7 feet)
within public domain.

"Private Domaln" le for our purposes an area encloased
by walls or fences not less than ten t'fachim high (opti~
mally at least 40 inches).

tpuhlic Domain" (for the purposes herein will in-
clude both n*Y¥p 9 and Q%3 MW ) is an ares pnot
enclosed by partitions even if title legally would deem
it private property. Ownership or title, private or
public, have no bearing on the designation of an area
a8 a private or public domain in regard to Shabbos.

In the abmence of an Bruv, carrying on an unenclosed
lawn (even one's own fronit lawn) would not be permitted.
The same would apply to communal driveways.

The value of the Eruv in eliminating these areas
of problem pitfalls in the Shabbos observance is signif-
icant.

~B-



Principles and Concepts of an "Eruy"

The word "Eruv" is derived from ithe verh t0 mix
or io blend, since an Brav blends oY mixes many do-
mains into one,

In order to provide an Eruv around a community so
that i% may be considered as a single private domain on
Shabbos (in which transferring or carrying is permitted)
three conditions®must be met:

1. The area must be surrounded by Halachically
acceptable enclosures.

2. "Reshus" (rights or rermission) mugt be
leased for the enclosed area from the local government,

3. An MR 231°Y  must be established for
the community,



What Becomes Permissible by Virtue of the Fruv

The purpcae of the Eruv ig to aid in eliminating
violations of the Shabbos and to enhance the pleasure
of its observance.

The Bruv permits carrying of permitted articles
within and into public strests, sidewalks, and communal
drivevays.

Tt is suggested that multiple dwellings (i.e. two
or three family homes, apartment houses, garden apari-
ment complexes, etc.) should have an additional pyvxn 3117y
in order to permit carrying from apariment %o apariment
if the community Eruv fails. Guidance and assistance in
establishing this type of Exuv {which is really guite
gimpie) is available from the local Rabbinate.

Articles which may not be carried on Shabbos despite the
Eruv:

411 articles which are Muktsa may not be moved on
Shabbos. Included in this category are all articles
which are used for activities prohibited on the Shabbos;
i.e. writing implements, tools, pocketbooks, wallets,
money, and umbrellas.

One may not enter stores nor pick up merchandise
(i.e. newspapers) even if arranged before Shabbos.

Ball playing and bicycle riding are not sanctioned
by wvirtue of the EBruv.

-10-



Routine Ingpection of the Eruv

Care has been taken in the planning and erection
of the physical installation of the Kew Gardens Hills
Eruv. The construction is of a nature snd meterial
that gives reason to hope that with KT RnyOR
it will provide many years of carefree service, Never-
theless, it will be checked on a veekly basis and any
repairs that might become necessary will be tended to
immediately.

If despite all efforts it becomes impossible to
have a repsir completed priocr to Shabbos, notice will
be given the community in the follewing manner:

A representative designated by each Shul or Bais
Midrash will be informed as to the status of the Eruv
for announcement on Friday night.

In addition, after 12;00 noon each Friday the status
of the Eruv can bs ascertained by dialing de31gnated
phone numbers as noted below.

In order to divide the call load equally between
the two numbers, families with initial {family name)

from A ~ T call 263 -~ 3921

and M - 2 call 26% - 9073 (Please note new number)

.



FRUV PBOUNDARIED

WEST ~ EAST SIDE OF PARY DRWE EAST 4 WEST SIPE OF ML UEBRON CEMETERY
INCLUPING TUE PLAYGROUNT ON THE WEST SIPE OF PARK DRINE RAST
AY 1% TERRACE,
NORTH ~ S0UTH SIPE OF EASTBHOUND LONG ISUAND BERPREZSWRY SERNICE BOAD
EAST ~ WEST OIWWE OF |4 STREET
500TH ~ NORTH SIPE OF WESTHOUND GRAND CENTRM PARKWAY DHERYICE
ROAD 3 NORTH SIDE OF WESTROUND UNION TURNPIKE.

|

1

1

C3RAND CENTRAL PADRWAY

SERVICE ROAMD

JEWEL AVE.

KEW GARDENS HILLS ERUV

DRANN BY DANNY GOLDSCHMIEDT




PART IT1

Thig concludes the Halacha
section and presents two
esgays for the reader's
consideration.



Zachor Bs Yom HaShabbos IeKadegho - The Spirit of the
Shabbos and its Pregerxrvation

With the erection of an Eruv in Xew Gardens Hills,
changes in the Shabbos routine will take place, Many
of these changes will be welcome: overlooked items in
one's pocket will no longer constitute infractions of
Torah-law, Tamilies anchored to their homes with in-
fants will be able to visit other homes, S'forim and

- Taleisos will be transportable to and from the shul,
and many more, The purpose of this essay is to deal
with the area of Sabbath observance as dictated by
Torah and Rabbinic law and %he spirit of those laws,

The Ramban {published at the end of this article
in its entirety) in his commentary on Parshas Emor dis-—
cusges the prohibition of certain activities not in-
cluded in the thirty-nine categories of forbidden
Melachos, The Ramban is troubled by the Torah's call
for a "day of rest" even though 11t had previocusly
prohibited all forms of Melacha. The cconcliesion he
draws from this seeming repetition is that we have a
new obligation of resting ~ Shvisa, The Ramban con-
cludes that quite conceivably the laws of resting or
Shvus are by Biblical decree rather than Rabbinic in-
junction.

Juat what are these obligations of Shvus or resting?
From the numerous examples given, the pattern develops
of prohibiting activities which are not "Shabbosdik,"
Were it not for these laws, says the Ramban, people
could make their deliveries with horse and wagon on the
Holiday; the market would be full and bustling with all
forms of business, stores open, and money-changers
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functioning - for all these activities are pot included
in the prohibition of Melacha. The Ramban continues at
length to-explain that the laws of Shvus, prohibiting
the secularization of our helidays are by Torah net
Rébbinic decree (which doesn't change our obligations —
it merely increazses the consequences), Similar, is the
two fold decree in the Ten Commandments: Shamor Ps Yom
HaShabbhos and Zashor Es Youm HaShabbos, Keep the Sabbath
Day - Remember the Sabbath Day.

These laws of Shvus would then dictate the pPro-
tecting of the "Spirit of the Jaw" of Shabbos. Strenuous
laber would clearly be an activity not within the guide~
lines set for Sabbath observance,

The area of athletics - ball playing - is of special
concern to the Eruv Committee and undoubtedly to a majority
of the observant residents of this area., The temptat ion
te be lenient with our children regarding this matter is
great and considerable amounts of sporls have been notice-
able in the past on Yom Tov. It seems that the Poskim who
have suggested that "young" children may be allowed to
piay ball on Shabbos have been misconsirued tec allow for
everything shy of a "little league" team for Shabbos and
Yom Tov., This writer would suggest that the intention
of these Poskim, might well have been to tolerate = young
child throwing a ball around the backyard while keeping
himgelf busy. The Talmud Yerushalmi (i 92%3 ,npraynt 7o)
records that the city, Tur Shimeon, was destroyed ex-
elusively becavse of ball playing on Shabbos,

The Shulchan Aruch devotes a chapter to the "TLaws
of a Child on Shabbos" which merits reviewing in this

~15-



context (See Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 343). The
author (R. Yosef Karo) states "and so it is prohibited

t0 accustom him {the child)} in the violation of Shabbos
and Yom Tov and even in areas that are of the category

of Shvis." The Ramaw {R. Moshe Isserles) there comments
that gg soon as a child is cagable of being trained the
father must stop him from this type of violation. The
Mishne B'rura says "snd know that the measure of (when

to sgtart) training in commandments ik with each infant
aocording to its aptitude and abiiity." in any event,

& child reaches the stage of training (capable of knowing
right from wrong) prior to his ability to participate in
$eam athletics. No metter what, one would have to agree
that ball playing is certainly not a proper Shabbos ac-
tivity. Aside from providing less than optimal surroundings
for cne's own child, the Shabbos ball game serves as a
Michshol (stumbling block) and temptation to other young-
aters.

IN SUMMARY, TEE ERUV COMMITTIEE IS APPRALING MOST
URGENTLY TO THE PARENTS OF OUR CCOMMUNITY T0 OFFER THE
PROPER GUIDANCE AND SUPERVISION TO THEIR YOUNGSTERS
80 THAT BALL PLAYING WILTL NOT BE PART OF THE SHABBOS
ACTIVITY.

In conclusion the Committee wants to offer the prayer
that its efforts on behalf of this Eruv will find favor
before the Al-mighty, serve as a credit to the community,
provide for a more meaningful and complete observance of
the Shabbos so that we and all of  PRW?* 792 may be AT
$0 see the fulfillment of the promise recorded in the Talmud

LRAWY 1°Un YhaYR GNIT OO 1IYDY TIN DIWD JamYT 27 IR
(Am*p naw on) 11YYRAI 0 JhOYAD RIRIY CnW
If Israel were to obzerve two Babbaths properly they
would immediately be redeemed.

P ¥ -0
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On Children...,

oRI¥A YUR LARWI.ATIAY Y34 0ER @'Y v o

PHR 3137 na YE nYp137R Yan Yrava RYK nYepnn

YT 13N PUROTYRD T IPT L0 raRY ROD an

IRDA 12 Y'Rw Yaav Ren 3 oy Yan

{ v"*p naw “on) :
I

Resh Lakish said in the name of Rabbi Yehuda Ha-
nasi: Thel world endures only for the sake of the
breath of childrer of the "Rabbi's Cheder." Rav Papa
asked of Abaye, what about mine and yours? - Abaye
replied one can't compare breath in which there is
gin to breath in which sin is not present,

With the establishment of the Bruv of the commu—
nity of Kew Gardens Hille, the question of younger
children attending services and the possible resulting
disturbances is brought to light. It is important tp
derine the problem in iwc areas: firstly, the outlook
of our Massora or heritage on bringing children to
Synagogue services, and secondly, the avoidance of
disruptions to the decorum of T'fillah Be'Tzibur -
communal worship.

When Moses approached the Pharoah with the demand
of the Creator: 3T YR 1Ay vpy nr abw "Let my
people go t.at they may celebrate unto Me in the wilder-
ness," (Bx 5:1) Moshe is refused most abruptly. After
seven horrendous plagues are visited upon the Egyptians,
their arrogant stamina is broken and Pharoah agrees to
negotiate with Moshe anew: 21 Yo ,027p%~& "7 Nyt 112y 12%
‘ 2%

18-



"Go serve G-d your L-rd, but who then are they that
are to go?" {ibid X, 8). Moshe's response-is concise:

917171231 13*222 ,'1‘?: 133PTA1-1379A3
"With cur youth and with our aged will we go, with our
sons and with our daughters!" (ibid X, 9)
Pharcah fefuses and retoris:

1 pR 1TAYI OYI230 K3 13Y 113 RY

"ot o, go now ye that are men anrd serve G-d," (ibia
X, 1)
Raghi on the site comments:

LAY men 11T 1YRY L 12'pY-xY AnaTtil aan Iy ohepa
"Until now your request was 'Let us worship our G-4'
and it is not the way of children to worship (Rashi,
ibid). It seems that the Bgyptians could comprehend
the concept of prayer as they prayed %o gods themselves.
The Jewish concept of T!'Fillah as Hirseh puts it (S.R.

Hirsch, ibid): “"When G-d calls us, He wants to see us
with gvery member of our family" - was not to be under-

stood by the heathen Hgyptians,

When the Jewisgh Nation stood at the foot of Mt.
Sinai the I-rd demanded security or surety before he
would entrust them with His Torah {(Medrash Rabba, Shir
Ha—Shirim 1:4), ALl offers - even a promise of our
pious forefathers as guarantors - were unacceptable -
until we offered our children as bond, The young was
the most acceptable security we could offer, Today,
and daily, as we ask our Maker for His continued aid
and guidance we would be well equipped o have the
time-tested guarantors at our sides -- our children!

The obligation of a father to teach his young

-1 0



children to answer Amen is mentioned as one of the
first responsibilities of the father-child relation-
ghip. Rabbi Moshe Isseries says in his notes on the
Shulchan Aruch

M1 PIIYRAW T¥p 3 L IDR 13¥TE DYIOPN 171d b
(77 $IUOP,RMDT,OMIR LY} LR3IN 0YI¥Y pYR Y vy jox

tand one is to teach his small children so that they
answer Amen, for immediately when the infant ansgwers
Amen he then owns a share in the world to come."

Despite the very cherished place children enjoy
in Jewigh communal worship this is far from a licenge
to0 re-structure our synagogues as indoor playgrounds
for the youth. On the contrary the Mogen Avrohom in
his commentary on the Shulchan Aruch {ibid,) mentions:

DYAwT DYRME OINIRY LARTYAT SNYHI VINYP DAY YYD
{n 128 nwnY Yaw owa) orTaa w®Yw 2910 pINQ2-NLIDN nYaa

"And one must train them {(the youngsters) that they
stand {in shul) with awe and respect. And as for thése
that run back and forth in the Synagogue in levity, it
is better not to bring them."

The decorum of the services must not be challenged
even by the young, although this isn't the only damage
caused by wndisciplined children in the shul. As the
Mogen Avrohom points oud {see ebove) one must train
cne's children to relate to the Synagogue with Yirah -
awe and respect. The youngster permitted to roam at
will and catse disturbances is receiving a most detri-
mental form of education, The habits and training a
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child develops during his tender years often remain
patterns throughout his later life. DNeedless to say,
the youngster who observes his parent talking in shul
and behaving without due reverence is in a worse posi-
tion yet. Thus, the damsge done by allowing a child
to develop an irreverent attitude in shul is twofold:

4, The disturbance caused to the Tzibur or
community involved in prayer.

2. The poor foundation -being set for the young-
ster in developing his own relationship to T'fillah
and Kedushah in general.

It then becomes obvious that & youngster in shul
should always be at his parent's side with attention
carefully paid to his spiritual development. To tax
a child unfairly and place demands of discipline on
him beyond his ability is equally unwise: Many parents
have found it effective 1o bring their youngsters to
the Synagogue during the very last segment of the
gervice, graduslly lengthening the periecd of time
gpent in Shul as the child's attention span develops.

In any event, critically important remains the
instilling in one's childrsn a sense of reverence and
respect during the child's every visit to the Bynagogue -
and - never may one allow children to dsturb the decorum
and sanctity of T'fillah Betzibur.
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